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DUI-Breath DUID-Blood Draw

Total Time 5 Hours 30 Minutes 7 Hours 30 Minutes

This is worst case scenario. 
Having an assisting trooper to 
help with wrecker will reduce 
time 1 hour
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The Need



5

DRE Drug matrix 
that is required to be 
memorized and 
written out during 
the final test.
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• 90% State Wide Accuracy-

Meaning toxicology 
confirmed at least one 
drug present in the blood 
in which a DRE also 
called the drug category.
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ARIDE
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Challenges/Recommendations/Needs

The biggest challenge that Virginia faces in the DRE program is agency support across the state.  Some agencies 
are hesitant to send officers due to the large amount of  resources/time it requires.
• Funding issues for overtime

• DRE’s will be called to work multiple counties and jurisdictions.
• Are agencies ok with absorbing the cost for a call out if  its not in their county/city?
• Grants are available federally through NHTSA for traffic enforcement

Selection of  Pool of  Applicants:
• Staffing shortages within VSP are limiting the applicant pool
• LEOs are experiencing burnout and agencies are unable to permit some of  their best officers to participate in 

advanced training
• Troopers/Officers are also apprehensive to apply due to the severity of  the training.  

• To combat this, ARIDE must be frequent to build interest and help them understand the requirements. 

DRE Policy:
• There are only a couple of  agencies in VA that have DRE policies in are place.
• Now that the VA DRE program has more than doubled in size, it should be treated like accident 

reconstruction.
• IACP has developed a model policy that can be adopted.
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DRE Instructors:
• ARIDE and DRE courses can only be taught by a certified DRE instructor

• Currently, VA has 6 with 3 more instructors in training.
• 12 instructors are recommended for future growth.
• Because of  this, VSP will has had to outsource training to/from other states (MD, NC, NJ) and current 

instructors are facing burnout.

Who is a DRE and how do I request one?
• There needs to be an avenue for local and state agencies to request a DRE.  Some other states are using a 

notification system.  

Per Se Limits:
• DUID laws can be effectively enforced without per se limits. Setting per se limits makes it impossible for a 

DUID  conviction when the level is under the per se….regardless of  observations and evidence presented by 
the officer and a DRE.
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