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Annual Highway Safety Plan (HSP) 

• Virginia's application for NHTSA federal 402 highway safety 
funding that addresses behavioral safety (i.e. drug, alcohol, 
distracted, pedestrian, speed, safety belts, enforcement, 
awareness, etc.)

• The DMV/HSP behavioral goals and strategies are incorporated 
into VDOT's SHSP
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Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) 

• The plan sets forth a vision and mission that link directly to 
Virginia’s Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) initiative

• SHSP is the guiding five-year plan for road safety efforts in the 
Commonwealth
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Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) 
(Cont’d) 
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Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) 
(Cont’d) 
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Fatality Data
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• “The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration today 
released its early estimates of traffic fatalities for the first half of 
2022”

• “NHTSA also announced today that the projections for two of the 
regions (NHTSA Regions 3 and 9) were revised” 

• “Projected deaths during the first quarter of 2022 for Region 3 
were revised lower, while projections for Region 9 were revised 
higher” 
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Source 2021 2022 % 
Change

The “Early Estimate of Motor Vehicle Traffic Fatalities 
for the First Quarter of 2022” report from National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)

170 292 71.8%

Traffic Records Electronic Data System (TREDS) 165 222 34.5%

Early Estimate of Motor Vehicle Traffic Fatalities for 
the First Half (January-June) of 2022 (NHTSA)

418 481 15.0%

Traffic Records Electronic Data System (TREDS) 415 467 12.5%

Note: TREDS data – 2021 final and 2022 preliminary

Fatality Data – 2021 vs 2022
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Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP)

Source: Traffic Records Electronic Data 
System (TREDS)       

Years 2016-2020 
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2021 2022 % 
Change

Traffic Records Electronic Data System 
(TREDS) As of November 7, 2022

834 839 0.6%

Note: TREDS data
2021 final and 2022 preliminary

Fatality Data Update – 2021 vs. 2022

Emphasis Highway Safety Areas
Total Fatalities

2021 2022 % 
Change

Unbelted Fatalities 287 312 8.7%

Fatalities in Crashes Involving Speeding 396 369 -6.8%

Fatalities in Crashes Involving Impaired Driving* 386 338 -12.4%

Pedestrian Fatalities 97 133 37.1%

Note: 
*Impaired Driving - Drunk, Drugged, Distracted and Drowsy
One or more of the 4Ds may be included in the same death 11

Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) 
Program
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• Virginia State Police and DMV collaborate to conduct the most 
recent DRE schools in 2022 and upcoming in 2023

• Training: 72 hours classroom and 40 hours of field certification 

• 58 certified DREs in Virginia (up from 21 in August 2020)

• Managed at the national level by the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police (IACP)

• State funding and federal funding resources available

Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) Program
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Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving 
Enforcement (ARIDE) Program
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 Upcoming ARIDE trainings: November 2022 and December 2022

 Training: 16-hour course 

 DMV and Virginia State Police partner to offer the training

 Training was developed by NHTSA with input from IACP to bridge 
the gap between the Standardized Field Sobriety Testing (SFST) 
and DRE courses

 State funding and federal funding resources available

Advance Roadside Impaired Driving 
(ARIDE) Program
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Highway Safety is a
Shared Responsibility 
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Thank you

John Saunders, Director
Virginia Highway Safety Office

john.saunders@dmv.virginia.gov
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